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StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Who is Fight Crime: Invest in Kids & 
Why School Discipline/School Climate?

 400 California police chiefs, sheriffs, district attorneys and 
victims of violence 

 Focus on evidence-based strategies that keep kids away 
from crime

 Part of national organization >5,000 members

 Help lead Fix School Discipline Policy Coalition

 Research connection: suspended students more likely to 
drop out and turn to crime

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Our 3rd LCAP analysis of 50 largest CA 
districts

First where CA School Dashboard used/performance 
standards applied
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California School Dashboard: 
Determining colors for suspension rates, 
Unified School Districts

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

California School Dashboard—
Performance Standards

 Getting to Green

“Low” suspension rate = 
o 1.25% (elementary school districts)
o 2.5% unified school districts
o 3.5% high school districts

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

California School Dashboard 
& School Climate

• California is 1 of only 3 states with a distinct state 
indicator for suspension rates
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California School Dashboard 
Sacramento City Unified

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

California School Dashboard 
Sacramento City Unified—Suspension Rates

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

California School Dashboard 
Sacramento City Unified—Suspension Rates by 
School
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Local Control and 
Accountability Plan Template

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

California School Dashboard 
& School Climate

 Districts, with just two exceptions, follow these basic 
requirements:
o The 5 districts (10%) with Orange or Red overall do highlight
o 29 of 31 districts with subgroups performing two levels below 

call out subgroups 

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Districts should do more 
to utilize Dashboard

 Should establish distinct goals for under-performing 
subgroups
o Only 40% calling out subgroup under-performance provide 

distinct subgroup goals.

• Should identify low-performing subgroups that are not 
“two below”—38% do

• Include colors in year-by-year suspension goals—only 
20% do

• Set color goals for schools
o Only 20% include any reference to color performance for schools 

and only 2 actually provide goals for what color ratings
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Other Findings: 
Evidence-Based Practices (EBPs)

 Increased Commitment to EBPs 
o 92% include—Increase from 70% in 2014-15 & 84% in 2015-

16 
o More than half of EBP districts (24 of 46) say they are 

expanding 

 Praise for EBPs
o Oakland: Restorative Practices and other approaches like 

PBIS are “dramatically reducing suspensions and increasing 
student time in class.”

o Santa Ana: “Suspension and expulsions have been reduced 
significantly with the implementation of PBIS and Restorative 
Practices.”

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Room for Improvement—
Evidence-Based Practices 

 Funding levels unclear in half of districts with EBPs
o Example: San Diego—part of $20 million that also includes 

more teachers to reduce class size

 Funding, when clear, may be inadequate. Among the 
districts with some dedicated funding:
o 10 dedicate $100,000 or less annually
o 12 dedicate between $100,000 and $500,000. 
o 8 dedicate between $922,000 and over $14 million 

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Room for Improvement—
Evidence-Based Practices 

 Often do not spend as much as planned 
o More than ½ of districts (13 of 24) reported spending 

less 

o Including 7 underspending by $300K+ 
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Vary in Ambitiousness 
of Suspension Rate Goals

 Ambitious
o Half (8 of 16) of districts with Yellow for all students propose 

suspension goals that would lead to Green

 Not ambitious
o 5 districts start with Green, but goals could downgrade to Yellow 
o Only 1 of 4 Orange districts have goals to improve color within 3 

years
o Already meeting goal – Kern Union HSD and Santa Ana

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

Lack of Current Year 
Suspension Rate Data

 Significant reduction in districts providing current year data
o from 48% in 2015-16 to 30% in 2017-18. 

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

School Climate Surveys
Local Indicator

 Goals generally 
o 20% (10 of 50) of districts still have no goals on climate survey 

outcomes, unchanged since 2015-16 

o 8 going backwards
o 2 districts set goals simply to meet the new Dashboard requirement of 

just conducting a survey and reporting findings, rather than setting 
specific outcome goals
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School Climate Surveys
Local Indicator

 Safety & Connectedness
o Only 50% of districts have goals on both Safety and 

Connectedness

 Student, Parent & Staff Surveys
o 24% of districts include survey outcome goals for all three of 

students, parents and staff

o Only half have both Safety and Connectedness goals for each 
group

StrongNation.org/FightCrime

What You Can Ask for …

 Suspension reduction goals
o Subgroup-level
o Improve color
o School-level goals

 Updates
o Current year data on suspension rates

 Evidence-based practices
o Dedicated funding 
o Sufficient & detailed funding

 Climate Surveys
o Goals for safety & connectedness
o Students, parents & staff

FightCrimeInvestFIghtCrimeStrongNation.org/FightCrime

CALIFORNIA

For full analysis, please see: 
Using the California School Dashboard and LCAP to Improve 
School Climate

Available Online:
https://bit.ly/2I7kNjY


