DATE
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

Governor of California

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 558-3160

RE: 
Request for Signature for SB 1088 (Price) – Juvenile Justice and Pupil Readmission
Dear Governor Brown:
________ is pleased to support SB 1088, authored by Senator Curren D. Price, Jr., which helps ensure that children who have had contact with the juvenile justice system are able to timely reenroll in school.
Existing law governs the reasons for which a student can be denied reenrollment and is limited to situations where a student was previously expelled or has moved out of the attendance area.  Under current law, school districts do not have the authority to deny enrollment or readmission to a youth because he or she has had contact with the juvenile justice system.  However, such youth are frequently denied reenrollment; without a timely school placement, they are more likely to get in trouble again with the law and dropout of school.  
When at-risk youth are provided with a quality education they have a decreased chance of reoffending and an increased probability of obtaining a high school diploma and attending an institute of higher education. Unfortunately, these youth face many barriers when they attempt to return to their schools and communities once released.  Many become frustrated and too often drop out.  Removing these barriers can greatly improve the graduation rates in California while also ensuring that these youth are prepared to thrive in the economy of the future. 

SB 1088 takes an important step forward in dealing with educational access for youth who have contact with the juvenile justice system by confirming and clarifying the law, to stop the practice of denying, delaying or deterring children from enrolling in their public school.  We strongly support SB 1088 and ask for your signature when the bill reaches your desk.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

________________________

[AGENCY CONTACT]


cc: The Honorable Curren D. Price, Jr.

      Fax: (916) 445-8899
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