DATE
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Governor, State of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs; Request for Signature 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Facsimile: (916) 558-3177; (916) 558-3160
RE: 
Request for Signature for AB 2616 (Carter) –School Districts: Truancy
Dear Governor Brown:
[AGENCY] encourages you to support Assembly Bill 2616, which makes technical changes to the process of identifying and addressing a student who is struggling with attendance.  It also clarifies that within their existing limited discretion school administrators may decide to not identify a pupil as a truant, if the pupil has a valid excuse based on the particular facts of the case as told to the administrator.  

State and national research shows that the approaches that work best for addressing attendance and truancy involve parents, community, schools and counselors first and foremost.  Effective school attendance improvement methods involve assessing the pupil to determine the primary cause of the attendance issue, involving the parent early in the process and making them aware of the harms of school absenteeism, using incentives to improve attendance, and targeting more intensive interventions.  In addition, research shows that involving children in the Juvenile Court system, as a means for addressing school attendance issues, is counterproductive and makes it as much as four times more likely that the student will drop out of school.
 

In line with research, AB 2616 encourages school administrators to meet with parents and students after the first truancy report to create a joint attendance plan.  It also makes it discretionary for the Juvenile Court to take jurisdiction over the case and make the student a ward of the court after the fourth truancy, and reduces the fine on families from $100 to $50, a fine that low-income families may be better able to afford. 

Not only do the changes in this bill make common sense, but they help save the state money. Clarifying that school administrators have the ability within their already limited discretion to determine whether a student has provided a valid excuse, for reasons such as addressing a family emergency or boarding a bus that broke down on the way to school, may result in fewer students in the state identified as truant or habitually truant, which would then lower state-mandated costs related to notification. Additionally, making it discretionary as to whether the Court shall take jurisdiction over the matter after the fourth truancy eliminates a state mandate, thereby reducing court costs and any attendant costs related to the disposition, which could include costly juvenile court confinement. 

In sum, this bill protects the interests of the State in conserving fiscal resources, school administrators in preserving some limited discretion to address a student’s needs based on the facts presented, and students and families in having school districts try to address the root causes of the attendance problem before proceeding with criminal sanctions.  

We ask that you sign this important bill into law.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Sincerely,
___________________________


[AGENCY CONTACT]

cc: The Honorable Wilmer Amina Carter
      Fax: 916-319-2162 
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