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DATE

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Governor, State of California

Attn: Legislative Affairs; Request for Signature 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Facsimile: (916) 558-3177; (916) 558-3160
RE: 
Request for Signature for AB 2537 (V. M. Pérez) 

Dear Governor Brown:
[AGENCY] strongly supports Assembly Bill 2537, which makes a few common sense changes to existing law around mandatory school expulsions and gives school administrators some additional limited discretion in this area.
Under existing law, school districts are mandated to expel for certain offenses.  These mandates have restricted the discretion of school districts to utilize other means of discipline in appropriate circumstances, have resulted in the expulsion and removal of children in cases that may not warrant expulsion, and have also resulted in significant state mandate costs, up to $10 million annually.
Studies have shown that when students are suspended or expelled they are at much higher risk of dropping out and becoming involved in the juvenile justice system.  Suspension and expulsion rates are incredibly high in California, with a disproportionate number of suspensions being given to young men and women of color.  In the 2009-2010 school year, more than 21,000 expulsions were doled out.   

Since the passage of mandatory or “zero tolerance” provisions for some offenses in California law more than a decade ago, a number of students have been expelled or forced through the costly expulsion process and denied access to their school, even where under the circumstances of the case the school administrator may have believed that another punishment could have better addressed the issue or that the facts of the case did not warrant an expulsion from the school district.  For example, in a well-publicized case, a young Latino girl in Los Angeles with straight As who had no prior history of discipline problems accidently brought the boxcutter she used at her night job to school and was expelled by her District because the act fell under the mandatory expulsion sections in the code. 

The common sense changes to existing law, include: 1) allowing school districts to exercise some limited discretion to not recommend a student for expulsion in select instances, if the principal or superintendent determines that expulsion should not be recommended under the circumstances or that alternative means of correction would address the conduct, 2) encouraging school districts to make a decision about whether to exercise such limited discretion early in the process to avoid the loss of instruction to the student and cost and time related to proceeding with the expulsion process,  and 3) clarifying that possession of legal, over-the-counter or prescription medications for personal use is not considered unlawful possession of a controlled substance and does not fall under the “automatic referral for expulsion” category.  
We ask that you sign this important bill into law.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Sincerely,

[AGENCY CONTACT]

cc: The Honorable V. Manuel Pérez, (916) 319-2180 (facsimile)
